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Learning outcomes
Upon completion of this course, the students shall demonstrate:
Knowledge and understanding of:

1. the main features of European colonialism and the de-colonization process
2. legacies of colonialism, globally and in Sweden
3. Swedish positions in and relations to colonialism and legacies of colonialism
4. central theoretical perspectives on post-colonialism

Skills and application:
1. the ability to describe central perspectives in post-colonial theory
2. the ability to detect and analyze legacies of colonialism in distinctive policy arenas
3. the ability to identify how different theoretical perspectives can be applied on select 

empirical cases
4. the ability, both individually and in group settings, to produce papers and oral 

presentations that show how relevant theoretical perspectives describe and explain 
legacies of colonialism and Swedish positions in and its relations to colonialism and 
post-colonialism

Ethical appreciation
1. an awareness of how theoretical pre-understandings influence the questions asked 

and methods used by scholars within political science, when studying Swedish 
politics

2. an awareness of the questions of domination and resistance that have been raised by 
anti-colonial movements and postcolonial studies worldwide

Entry requirements
General entry requirements

The forms of assessment of student performance
Completion of studies in political science 1-30hp (1-30ects) in the International Programme of 
Politics and Economics at the University West or the equivalent thereof. The course is 
examined through written assignments (individually written and in base groups), a final 
exam, active participation in assessed and thus mandatory seminars and a log book 
describing the base group activities.

Course contents
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The late 15th to the 20th centuries was an era characterized by European colonialism. During 
this period, European states established colonies in the Americas, Australia, parts of Asia and 
most of Africa. Fundamental political, economic and cultural decisions, affecting the lives of 
colonized people in crucial ways, were made by colonial rulers who were convinced of their 
own superiority and natural mandate to rule. Millions of people died as a direct consequence 
of colonialism, and the lives of others were shaped in fundamental ways by colonial relations 
marked by inequality and exploitation.
By the 1970s, most of the colonized areas had gained formal political independence from 
Europe. It is far from clear that the contemporary world is free of the power structures, social 
hierarchies, economic relations and ways of thinking that characterized colonialism, however. 
Some argue that the former colonies have now become “developing countries” which 
continue to be dependent on and exploited by Europe. Others contend that many of the ideas 
which were central to colonialism (e.g. the ideas of the superiority of the West, constructions 
of race, liberal cosmopolitanism) continue to hold a firm grip on contemporary imaginations. 
Ethnic conflicts and border clashes continue to erupt over identities and boundaries 
established under colonialism, producing migration as people seek to find shelter. Migration 
patterns continue to partly follow the colony-metropole relation.
This course explores cultural, political and economic legacies of colonialism by centering on 
Sweden as a part of this post-colonial world. In addition to learning about histories of 
colonialism and de-colonization, questions of the following kind will be discussed: In what 
ways may Sweden be part of – and benefit from – post-colonial economic relations, if at all? 
Are there struggles over cultural identity in Sweden that can be tied to a European colonial 
legacy? To what extent and in what ways are politics in Sweden characterized by colonial 
ideas, if at all? The course treats a number of theoretical attempts to understand post-
colonialism and utilizes these theories to shed light on Sweden in a post-colonial world and a 
post-colonial world in Sweden.

Other regulations
Course grading: F/Fx/E/D/C/B/A - Insufficient, Insufficient- more work required before the 
credit can be awarded, Sufficient, Satisfactory, Good, Very Good, Excellent
Course language: English

A student who does not fully meet the learning outcomes of a non-supervised examination 
(hemtentamen), but is close to the grade “pass” can, after a decision by the examiner, be 
allowed to complement (kan skriva supplement eller revise också) an examination 
assignment in order to reach the criteria for pass. For supervised examination (salstentamen) 
complementing is not allowed. Complementing of an examination must be individually 
adapted based on the learning outcomes or objectives that were not achieved by a student. It 
must take place within two weeks after informing the student of the examination result and 
before the next examination opportunity.

General rules pertaining to examination at University West are availible at www.hv.se.

If the student has a decision/recommendation on special support due to disability, the 
examiner has the right to examine the student in a customized examination form.
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Cycle
First cycle

Progressive specialization
G1F  - first cycle, has less than 60 credits in first-cycle course/s as entry requirements

Main field of study
Political Science
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